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This Bourbonnaiswoman needsour prayers
BY LEE PROVOSTlprovost@daily-journal.com815-937-3364

Cour tney K idd had her B our -
bonnai s two-bedr oom townhouse
all r eady .
I t had a baby cr ib as well as a

day bed. T oys wer e all ar ound.
T he home had been chi ldpr oofed.
T he 32-year -old woman was set to
become a foster par ent.She had been thr ough all the
tr aining classes and the state’s
Depar tment of Chi ldr en & F ami ly
Ser v i ces had given her i ts OK .
A ll she needed was the chi ld.

Whether the youngster was a boy
or gi r l didn’t matter .T hen li fe, as i t has done over
and over again to thi s young
woman, thr ew her a cur ve ball .
H er heal th , a huge concer n

since the day she was bor n, took
a tur n for the wor se ear l i er thi s
year . B attl ing hear t ai lments since
her fi r st day of l i fe, Cour tney
could feel her health sl ipping. H er
ener gy level was dr opping. She
knew she would not be able to
open her hear t — figur ati vely — at
thi s point in her l i fe to a chi ld.
She sold some of the baby

clothes and fur ni tur e. She donated
much of the clothing and toys,
including the cr ib. She kept the
day bed. When her lease expi r ed
at the end of A ugust, she moved

back into the B r adley home of her
par ents, K evin and A nne K idd.
“ I was di sappointed. I k new the

time was not r ight,” she said as
she unsuccessfully fought to hold
back her tear s.

“ She was ver y upset,” her mom
said as tear s r ol led down her
cheek s as well .A s di ffi cu l t as that was to
accept, l i fe for the K idds i s about
to gr ow even har sher as A nne and

Cour tney make thei r way Sunday
to the Mayo C lini c in R ochester ,
M inn., wher e Cour tney wi l l wai t
for a donor hear t to r eplace her s,
now functioning at only 20 per cent
capaci ty .
M edications ar e simply pr oving

to be less effecti ve for her .Whi le obviously ner vous and
appr ehens i v e about what the
immediate futur e holds, Cour tney
knows things wi l l wor k out, just
as they always have.She wasn’t expected to l i ve
beyond her fi r st year or two of
l i fe. T hen she wasn’t expected to
ever see high school gr aduation.
Col lege? No way . She ear ned her
bachelor ’s degr ee in ear ly chi ld-
hood development fr om Ol i vet
N azar ene Univer si ty i n 2011.
Whi le medi cal advances have

k ept her l i v i ng as normal a l i fe
as someone in her si tuati on could
expect, she k nows thi s next phase

wi l l be her most di ffi cult.M ayo C l i ni c doctor s have told
the K idds that Cour tney could
be a r esi dent of i ts i ntensi ve
car e depar tment for the nex t
s i x months to a year — the
l i k ely time fr ame for a tr ansplant
match. Once the tr ansplant pr o-
cedur e i s complete, she wi l l be
ther e for another thr ee months
as physi ci ans closely moni tor her
r ecover y .
A nne, as she has been ever y

step of the way , wi l l be as close
to her daughter ’s si de as possible.
She r esigned her nur sing posi ti on
F r iday fr om C I B C in K ank ak ee.
She wi l l l i ve in a hotel ther e as
long as her daughter r emains in
R ochester .
“ I t’s a good pay ing job,” A nne

said. “ I t’s a job I love, but I have to
qui t. I have to be wi th Cour tney .
We’r e just tr usti ng in God, k eep-
ing the fai th. She’s over come so
much alr eady . I bel i eve she wi l l
come out of thi s as wel l .”C our tney echoed her mom’s
wor ds. “ I ’ve always pr oved the
doctor s wr ong. I k now I ’m going
to do i t again,” she said.W i thout the medi cal advances
that have helped her over come
hear t ai lments, l i ver i ssues, br ain
bleeds and a var i ety of other
setback s, C our tney k nows she
wouldn’t be on thi s ear th.So what does she for esee? A nne
answer s that questi on.“We’ve been ver y blessed to
have had her mor e than 30 year s.
H opefu l l y , we w i l l hav e her
another 30 year s.”T hat’s why Cour tney k ept that
day bed. She k nows ther e i s a
chi ld out ther e that she can help,
that she can love.But letting himgo was the onlychoice I had

I t was a li fe mi lestonethat had to happen at some
point.
I t just came soonerthan I expected, or maybe,hoped.

I t was
only in Maythat my
son, T y ler ,gr aduatedfr om col-lege. A ftersecur ing

a full-timejob late lastmonth, hedecided to leave the nest.H e and hi s gi r lfr i end offour year s, Molly , foundan apar tment in Oak Par k
and decided to move in.

When he told us hi splans at the k i tchen tableone night, i t k nocked thebr eath r ight out of me. Iwas dumbfounded. I hadno r esponse.
Y eah, I knew it eventually

would come to this, but the
timing threw me for a loop.
L inda and I had figured hewould be around for sixmonths or a year whi le hegot his finances bui lt up.F or 22 year s, I l i vedin the same house withsomeone I now considermy best fr iend. My mindstar ted dr i fting back to his

bi r th. I was ther e when the
doctor deliver ed him at St.
Mar y ’s Hospi tal. I r ecalledquick ly following the nur se
to make sur e he had all hi s
finger s and toes. (He did,although a couple of toeswer e a li ttle cr ooked).T he scenes kept r ollingthough my mind of tak inghim and his mother home

fr om the hospi tal, hi s fi r st
E aster and Chr i stmas,watching him as a toddlerabsorb knowledge lik e asponge, play ing T -ball andthen as an 8-year -old stand-

ing next to me as we saidgoodbye to his mother asshe laid on a bed in ourfr ont r oom, finally suc-cumbing to A L S after avaliant five-year battle.T he night of his mother ’s
funeral, T yler and I sat onhis bed and talked. T he con-
ver sation ended with tear s,
a hug and a k iss and thewords “ I love you.” Whileit may not have been the“manly” thing to do, I toldhim we should tell eachother those words every day.

I ’m happy to say we sti ll do.Dur i ng the nex t fou ry ear s , i t became dad and
lad. W e di d lots of th i ngs
together and most of my
wor ld r evolv ed ar oundmy son .

T hen I met L inda andal l our l i ves changed.W i thin a year we wer emar r i ed, and ther e at thewedding cer emony stand-
ing next to me as my best
man was T y ler .Our fami ly instantly

expanded as we joinedL inda and her k ids, A li ci a,
N i ck and Matt. T alk about
a heavenly match. A ll ofus get along gr eat. A s theyoungest, T y ler now hadthr ee gr eat sibl ings and aloving, car ing stepmother

to look up to as r ole mod-
els.
Dur ing the last 10 year s

i t’s been a wonder ful r ide.
I saw T y ler , as well ashi s sibl ings, matur e intooutstanding young adults.
N ow, al l but one i s out ofthe house. M att i s savingmoney by stay ing at home
befor e enter ing medicalschool next year .I t’s been a month sinceT y ler began a new chap-ter in hi s l i fe. I ’ve k eptmy cor r espondence to aminimum so he can gainhi s independence. Whi leI k now he and Molly wi l ldo well , i t doesn’t stop me

fr om wor r y ing.B ut that’s somethinghe’l l have to find out onhi s own one day .
Tim Yonke is the Assistant Managing
Editor/Weekend Editor at The Daily
Journal. He can be reached by calling
815-937-3372 or emailing tyonke@
daily-journal.com.
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The Daily Journal/MikeVoss

Courtney Kidd works on her iPad at her parents’ home in Bradley— an activity

she admits she will do often while waiting for a new heart at the Mayo Clinic in

Rochester, Minn.

The Daily Journal/Nicholas Holstein

Tyler and TimYonke

In need of a new heart, she longs to be amom

Sincemy sonmoved out, I ammissingmy best friend

TIM YONKE
EDITOR’S NOTES

BENEFIT FOR COURTNEYThe Courtney Kidd“Have aHeart” transplant bene t willbe from 5 to 11 p.m. Nov. 7at the Knights of Columbus,187 S. Indiana Ave., Kankakee.
The event will feature a silentauction, food, ra es, cash bar,
split the pot drawings andentertainment. Tickets for theevent are $15 if purchasedprior to the event or $20 at the

door. Children 12 and younger
are free.In addition to the Nov. 7 fund-raiser, a bene t fund has beenestablished at HomeStar Bankunder “Courtney Kidd Bene t.”

The name Manteno was derived from the Potawatomi 
maiden Mawteno, granddaughter of Francois Bourbonnais 
Sr. and his wife Catish. Both Mawteno and Catish received 
land in the Treaty of 1832; land that was absorbed into 
Kankakee County as the Illinois Central Railroad was 
building and naming sites for their depots. Manteno was 
originally called "Manteno Depot" in 1853. 

Manteno became a Township in 1855, and was 
incorporated as a Village in 1869. Its first postmaster was 
appointed in June 1854; telephone service arrived in 
July 1884, and a water works structure was built in 1895.  

With its first grain elevator erected in 1857, by the year 
1900, Manteno was "the grain center of the state." The 
railroad was the lifeline that connected Manteno to 
markets north to Chicago and farther south. In 1900, 
the Village boasted 932 inhabitants and by 1920, the 
population had reached 1,182.

Today, Manteno is home to over 9,000 residents featuring excellent schools, a public
library system, close access to two award-winning hospitals, and has an exceptionally low crime rate.
Our close proximity to Chicago and its suburbs along with the multiple modes of public transportation and
access to higher education facilities all make Manteno one of the top communities in Kankakee County.









GOLF CART REGISTRATION

VOTER REGISTRATION

All Non-Highway Vehicles are required to be registered with the Manteno Police Department. The application must 
be submitted at the Manteno Police Department (269 North Main Street). Cost of registration is $25.00 per year.

 1st time register @ PD
 Renewals at PD or Village Hall

For application https://villageofmanteno.com/police-department/

https://villageofmanteno.com/police-department/


As of August 16, 2019 the Village recently renewed the program again with the lowest bidder, MC Squared
Energy Services, LLC (mc2), for a 24-month term from October 2019 to October 2021.

Contact the Village to register for garbage services 815-929-4800.

NO ANIMALS ALLOWED.



WHO TO CONTACT 

Office address 
98 E. Third St. 
Manteno, IL 60950 

President & CEO: Sarah Marion 
Phone: 815-468-6226 
Email: smarion@mantenochamber.com 

www.mantenochamber.com 
www.facebook.com/mantenochamber 

Office hours 
M-F By Appointment 

Manteno Police Department 
269 N. Main Street 
Manteno, IL 60950 

Emergency: 911 
Non-emergency phone: 815-929-4801 
Email: mpd@villageofmanteno.com 

www.villageofmanteno.com/police 
www.facebook.com/MantenoPD 

Office hours 
M-F 7:30am-4pm 

M�nteno 
98 E. Third Street 
Manteno, IL 60950 

Administration: 815-929-4800 

Building, Zoning & Code Enforcement: 815-929-4803 

Marketing & Community Relations Director: 815-929-4804 

Police non-emergency: 815-929-4801 

Public Works: 815-929-4802 

Village View Channel 4: 815-929-4848 
Fax: 815-468-8240 
Email: info@villageofmanteno.com 

www.villageofmanteno.com 
www.facebook.com/VillageofManteno 

Office hours 
M-F 8am-4:30pm 

Village Board Meeting 
• First & Third Mondays
• 7:00pm
• Leo Hassett Community Center

Meetings posted on Youtube Channel Manteno Village View

Manteno Community Fire Protection District 
Station # 1 Station #2 
13 S. Walnut 501 Redwood 
Manteno, IL 60950 Manteno, IL 60950 

Emergency: 911 
Non-emergency phone: 815-468-7100 
Email: mantenofire@aol.com 

www.mantenofire.com 

Manteno Township 

1030 North Boudreau Road 
Manteno, IL 60950 
Phone: 815-468-3112 

Board Meeting 
• 2nd Wednesday
• 7:30pm

Find us on Facebookl 





To schedule to be added to the e-waste pick up route, please call Village Hall at 815-929-4800. Limit of 3 items
per pickup.  Items include computers, monitors, peripherals and other electronic equipment is accepted.
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Manteno Historical Society





First Community Presbyterian Church

SOLICITORS
A friendly reminder to keep everyone safe -
please NEVER answer the door to strangers!
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